Veterandncarcerated in NC

Particularly Those Preparing to
Return to Our Communities



Background

A In 2000, the U.S. Department of Justice
estimated that 12% of those incarcerated In
jails and prisons werdeterans.

A 80% of thosé&/eteranswere eligible for VA
services.

A Without necessary intervention, this populatior
IS at high risk for medical and mental health
problems as well as criminal recidivism.



The Case for Early Intervention

AiPolicymakers in U.S.
government have raised concerns about the
socletal and institutional costs of a criminal
justice system that does not addreses et r vy

AR T h eentry movement has been fueled in
part by a renewed hopefulness regarding
crimnalr ehabi |l 1T tation. o

(Campbell, 2005)
(Sherman et al., 199Foose| 1995.



Health Issues

A 81% substance abuse
A 19% mental health
A 129 homelessness

A 9 times > genera
A 5times > genera

A 4 times > genera

el
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00

(2000 Bureau of Justice Statistics)
(National Commission on Correctional Health Care Report *)

OU
OU
OU

ation for hepatitis *
ation for AIDS *

ation for tuberculosis *



Benefits of Early Intervention

Veteransare able to preemptively plan for:

A Medical Care

A Mental Health Treatment

A Substance Abuse Treatment
A Vocational Rehabilitation

A Transitional Housing

A Social Services



Benefits of Early Intervention

Securing needed services upon release will likely
contribute to:

A Decrease in criminal recidivism

A Successful community adjustment
A Self-sufficiency

A Prevention ohomelessness

A Increased quality of life

A Family reunification




HCRV* 1 Goal

A Promote successful communitytegration.
A Conduct outreach whilecarcerated.

A Engage in treatment and rehabilitation to:
I Preventhomelessness.
I Readjust to communitife.

I Desist from commission of new crimes or parole or
probationviolations.

* Health Care for Reentry Veterans Program



Sept. 28, 1923 Edition of American Legion Weekly
The Lost Legion: 20,000 Veterans are in Prison—How Many of Them Ought to Be in Hospital ?

SEFTEMBER I8 1920 "AQS?

20,000 Veterans Are in Prison—How Many of Them QOught to Be in Hospital?

The Lost Legion

By Raobert J. Casey
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The
Short-Term Institution
and the
Delinquent Veteran

By

Albert E. Virgil, Superintendent
and

Harry L. Hawkins, Psychologist

Indiana State Farm
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Twenty Per Cent Are Vets
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Justice-involved
Veterans require
“Non-Military Basic
Training” in:

“[Glood citizenship” and
“a degree of constructive
thinking on the problem of
fittingin.””

Volunteer mentors from
community veterans
service organizations
assistveterans in their
transitionto the
community.




NC Department of Pubhic Safety, Prisons - Facility Listing
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Veterans Incarceratad NCDPS

A On any given day between 2,000 and 2,500
A Numbers from VRSS oftemiss Vietnam era
A Self-reportsirom NCDPS numbers are higher

ADoesndt count 5 facili
and GEO Rivers (federal contract facility)

A 2,360Veteransn NC state prisons as of July 2017
A 308 with release dates in 2017
A 372 with release dates in 2018



Federal Interagency

Justice-
involved
Veterans

Accomplishments to Date

& WA has reached more than 100,000 justice-involved
Weterans through direct outreach in prisons, jails,
and criminal courts — including over 1,000 state and
federal prisons, and the estimated 168 Veterans
Treatment Courts. The purpose of this outreach is
to connect Veterans with needed mental health,
substance abuse, and other clinical services, where
possible as an alternative to incarceration.

WA revised its administrative policy that limited wa
prison outreach to the six months prior to a Veteran's
release. The revised policy allows for assessment and
release planning with incarcerated Veterans earlier
than six months before release, thus enhancing the
odds of successful reentry.

wWa built a web-based system that will allow prison,
jail, and court staff to guickly and accurately identify
Weterans among their inmate or defendant populations.
Called the Weteran Reentry Search Service (WVRSS),
the system will also prompt Va field staff to conduck
outreach to the identified Veterans.

HIFGINQCOUNCIL

Tha Cabinat-level Reantry Councll Is working to enhance community safety and well-being, assist thoss retumilng trom prison
and |all becoming productive clitizens, and save laxpayers dollars by lowering the direct and collateral costs of Incarceration

June 2013

Veterans are not overrepresented in the criminal
justice systemn, but their numbers are significant.

An estimated one of every ten criminal defendants
and inmates has served in the U5, military. Most
justice-involved Veterans are likely eligible for health
care and other benefits from the U5, Department
of Veterans Affairs (Va), although their eligibility is
suspended or reduced while they are incarcerated.

= VA produced a brief outreach video intended for
Weteran jail and prison inmates, and distributed
it for viewing in all state and federal prisons, as
well as more than 500 local jails (and counting).
Titled “Suits.” the video was directed by an Operation
Iragi Freedom Weteran. It encourages incarcerated
Veterans to use their time wisely by taking an active
role in the reentry planning process, and informs
them how to contact a WA outreach specialist for
help.

= VA expanded eligibility for its health care services
to include Veterans in halfway houses, work-release
centers, or other reentry-focused correctional
settings. These Weterans must often waive access
to health care from the incarcerating authority to
participate in such programs.



Agenda Moving Forward

Support Continued Expansion of Veterans
Treatment Courts

The Veterans Treatment Court (VTC) model is an
increasingly popular means for communities to come
together to deliver needed services to Veterans in
crisis. VTCs build on drug courts’ demonstrated success
at reducing recidivism and saving communities money,
adding a peer mentoring component to harness the
power of one Veteran helping another. Access to VA
health care and other benefits is an integral part of the
WVTC concept, and VA forms part of the treatment team
in all VTCs. As their numbers grow, VA will continue to
support VTCs both operationally and at the national
level, for example, by collaborating to develop innova-
tive training protocols.

Partner with Criminal Justice Stakeholders to
Identify and Assist Justice-Involved Veterans

WV&'s Veterans Reentry Search Service provides prison,
jail, and court staff with a user-friendly online tool to
quickly and accurately identify Veterans among their
inmate or defendant populations. Widespread use of
VRSS will not only inform correctional and court staff's

interactions with Veterans they serve, but will enhanc
WVia's ability to provide efficient, targeted outreach

and reentry planning assistance to Veterans in these
systems. Working with local and national partners, VA
will promote this valuable new resource nationwide.

Access to Legal Services

Veterans, particularly those who are homeless or

at risk of homelessness, have a significant and too-
often unmet need for legal services. On a recent
national V& survey, homeless and formerly homeless
Veterans indicated that legal services for eviction or
foreclosure proceedings, child support issues, and
outstanding warrants or fines accounted for three

of their top ten unmet needs. Although VA cannot
provide legal services directly, VA medical centers
are making space available so that local legal service
providers can work with Veterans where they receive
health care. To date, 37 providers (including law schoo
clinical programs, legal aid offices, and local pro bono
consortia) are serving Veterans in 34 VA medical
centers. VA will continue to expand its facilities’ role
as a place where Veterans can address their unmet
legal needs.



Prison Releases by County of Residence (2008)
Supervision Resources Are Not Focused on Those Most Likely to Re-offend

Release Count

B st - 1751
B <01 - 800
T 201 - 400
70101200
8-100
Over 25% of people Nearly 54% of the At the same time, these
released from prison people returning to same six counties as
in North Carolina each year those six counties were home to 50% of the State’s
return to six counties: Wake, convicted of G, H, or | supervised Class 1, 2,and 3
Guilford, Mecklenburg, felonies, spent an average misdemeanor and low-risk
Forsyth, New Hanover, and of just over 10 months felony probationers. They are
Cumberland. in prison, and then were supervised for 1.5 to 2 years
released into the community onaverage.
without supervision.

Council of State Governments Justice Cedtestice Reinvestment in NC, 2011



2009 Release By County

GUILFORD | MECKLENBURG | FORSYTH | NEW HANOVER | CUMBERLAND

Total Releases

% of State Releases

# G/H/| Felons

% of County Releases

G/H/| Felons Cost

Low Level Probationers 3626 2761 2839 1872 1779 1714

% of County Probationers 56% 50% 38% 52% 54% 54%

Council of State Governments Justice Cedtastice Reinvestment in N\dD11.



Probation Revocation Rate, FY 2009
by North Carolina Counties

Major Cities
———— Major Highways
Probation Revocation Rate
B 47.51% - 53.48%

B 45.01% - 47.50%

40.01% - 45.00%

[ 35.01% - 40.00%

. |20.86% - 35.00%

Council of State Governments Justice Cedtestice Reinvestment in NC, 2011



CAN A VETERAN RECEIVE VA BENEFITS WHILE IN PRISON?

VA can pay certain benefits to Veterans who are incarcerated in a Federal, State, or local penal
institution; however, the amount we can payv depends on the tyvpe of benefit and reason for

incarceration. This fact sheet provides information about the benefits most commonly affected by

imprisonment.

HOW WILL IMPRISONMENT AFFECT THE PAYMENT OF:

VA Disability Compensation

Your monthly pavment will be reduced beginning the 615 day of your imprisonment for a felony. If
vour paviment before vou went to prison was greater than the 10 percent rate, your new payment
amount will be at the 10 percent rate. If vou were receiving the 10 percent rate before you were
imprisoned, vour new pavment will be half the 10 percent rate. Compensation benefits are not

reduced if imprisoned for a misdemeanor.

VA Disability Pension

If vou are imprisoned in a Federal, State, or local penal institution as the result of conviction of a
felony or misdemeanor, vour pension paviment will be discontinued effective on the 615t day of

imprisonment following conviction.
ARE YOU ELIGIBLE FOR VA MEDICAL CARE WHILE IMPRISONED?

Incarcerated Veterans do not forfeit their eligibility for medical care; howewver, current regulations
restrict VA from providing hospital and outpatient care to an incarcerated Veteran who is an inmate
in an institution of another government agencv when that agency has a duty to give the care or
services.

VA mayv provide care once the Veteran has been unconditionally released from the penal institution.
Veterans interested in applyving for enrollment into the VA healthecare system should contact the

nearest VA healthcare facility upon their release.



CAN YOUR DEPENDENT(S) RECEIVE ANY OF THE MONEY NOT PAID DURING IMPRISONMENT?

VA can take all or part of the benefits you are not receiving and apportion it to vour spouse, child or
children, and dependent parents on the basis of individual need. They should contact the nearest VA
regional office for details on how to apply. They will be asked to provide income information as part
of the application process.

WHEN WILL VA BENEFITS BE RESUMED?

Veterans may inform VA to have their benefits resumed within 30 days or less of their anticipated
release date based on evidence from a parole board or other official prison source showing the
Veteran's scheduled release date.

Your award for compensation or pension benefits shall be resumed the date of release from
incarceration if the VA receives notice of release within one year following release. Depending on the
type of disability, VA may schedule you for a medical examination to see if your disability has
improved. You will need to visit or call your local VA regional office for assistance.

Note: You are considered to have been released from incarceration if you are paroled or
participating in a work release or half-way housing program.

For More Information, Call Toll-Free 1-800-827-1000 or Visit Our Web Site at http://www.va.gov



Filing Claims While Incarcerated

A Income is a protective factor against
recidivism anchomelessness.

A Need the assistance ¥80s.
A VA has a duty t@assist.

A Difficulties with C&P* exams while in
Institutions.

* Compensation and Pension



http://www.va.gov/homeless/vjo.asp



