
Veterans Incarcerated in NC  

 

Particularly Those Preparing to 

Return to Our Communities 
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Background 

ÅIn 2000, the U.S. Department of Justice 

estimated that 12% of those incarcerated in 

jails and prisons were Veterans. 

Å80% of those Veterans were eligible for VA 

services.  

ÅWithout necessary intervention, this population 

is at high risk for medical and mental health 

problems as well as criminal recidivism.  



3 

The Case for Early Intervention 

ÅñPolicymakers in U.S. corrections and 
government have raised concerns about the 
societal and institutional costs of a criminal 
justice system that does not address re-entry.ò 

ÅñThe re-entry movement has been fueled in 
part by a renewed hopefulness regarding 
criminal rehabilitation.ò  

 
(Campbell, 2005) 

(Sherman et al., 1997; Loosel, 1995). 
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Health Issues 
 

Å81% substance abuse 

Å19% mental health 

Å12% homelessness 

Å9 times > general population for hepatitis  * 

Å5 times > general population for AIDS   * 

Å4 times > general population for tuberculosis  * 

 

 
(2000 Bureau of Justice Statistics) 

(National Commission on Correctional Health Care Report *) 
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Benefits of Early Intervention 

Veterans are able to preemptively plan for: 

 

ÅMedical Care 

ÅMental Health Treatment 

ÅSubstance Abuse Treatment 

ÅVocational Rehabilitation 

ÅTransitional Housing 

ÅSocial Services 
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Benefits of Early Intervention 

Securing needed services upon release will likely 
contribute to: 

 

ÅDecrease in criminal recidivism 

ÅSuccessful community adjustment 

ÅSelf-sufficiency 

ÅPrevention of homelessness 

ÅIncreased quality of life 

ÅFamily reunification 

 

 

 

 



HCRV* ï Goal 

ÅPromote successful community integration. 

 

ÅConduct outreach while incarcerated. 

 

ÅEngage in treatment and rehabilitation to:  

ïPrevent homelessness. 

ïReadjust to community life. 

ïDesist from commission of new crimes or parole or 
probation violations. 

 
* Health Care for Reentry Veterans Program 







BOP Federal Complex in Butner 
BOP Federal Contract Facility Rivers in Winton 



Veterans Incarcerated in NCDPS 

ÅOn any given day between 2,000 and 2,500 

ÅNumbers from VRSS often miss Vietnam era 

ÅSelf-reports from NCDPS numbers are higher 

ÅDoesnôt count 5 facilities at BOP Butner Complex 

and GEO Rivers (federal contract facility) 

Å2,360 Veterans in NC state prisons as of July 2017 

Å308 with release dates in 2017 

Å372 with release dates in 2018 

 

 







Council of State Governments Justice Center. Justice Reinvestment in NC, 2011 



2009 Release By County 

Council of State Governments Justice Center. Justice Reinvestment in NC. 2011. 



Council of State Governments Justice Center. Justice Reinvestment in NC, 2011 







Filing Claims While Incarcerated  

ÅIncome is a protective factor against 

recidivism and homelessness. 

ÅNeed the assistance of VSOs. 

ÅVA has a duty to assist. 

ÅDifficulties with C&P* exams while in 

institutions. 

 
* Compensation and Pension 



http://www.va.gov/homeless/vjo.asp 


